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Last November, we were shocked to learn of the local shooting of a juvenile
Bald Eagle. The injured bird was found along State Road 38 near the Center-
Butler Township line. It was transferred to the Tamarack Wildlife Rehabilitation
and Education Center in Crawford County where, unfortunately, it died four
days later.

Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania quickly responded to this news,
working with the Pennsylvania Game Commission to offer a $500 reward.
Newspapers and television stations, prompted by the reward, increased their
coverage of the story and encouraged people to report information to the Game
Commission’s TIP Program’s toll-free number. The news stories also encouraged
both other organizations and ASWP members to donated towards our reward
fund.

On January 22 of this year, Pennsylvania Game Commission Wildlife
Conservation Officer (WCO) Arthur "Chip" Brunst filed charges in Juvenile
Court in Butler County against a resident for unlawfully shooting an immature
Bald Eagle. According to the Game Commission’s press release, "This
investigation was helped by calls we received after the Butler Eagle and on KDKA
news covered the incident.”

The juvenile charged is expected to plead guilty and faces fines and costs that
could total $5,000, a three-year revocation of his hunting license, and as much as
300 hours of community service. Officer Brunst has recommended to the courts
that the community service be served with Audubon Society or a wildlife
rehabilitator in an effort to help instill an appreciation of wildlife and nature.

ASWP is proud to have played a small part in solving this crime. We have
established an ongoing fund to offer similar awards when incidents like this
happen locally. For more information on this fund, or to make a contribution to it
yourself, please contact us directly at 412-963-6100. Thanks

–Jim
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The Bulletin is published five times a year by
Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania, 614
Dorseyville Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238-1618.
Address correspondence to Gabi Hughes, Editor.
The editor reserves the right to edit or reject all
copy. The Bulletin is received as a membership
benefit. Nonmember subscriptions are $9.00 per
year. For membership, subscriptions, or address
change, contact ASWP.

Printed on 100% recycled paper.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

About Our Cover
The colors of spring.  Wild Blue Phlox is a beautiful spring woodland flower. Just one
of many that you can find at the Native Plant Sale on May 3. Photo: Scott Detwiler

Jim Bonner, ASWPExecutive Director

The Bulletin is now available on our website, in full color!  Visit aswp.org, and click on
About Us to access it. Also, click the Birding link to see the results of this winter’s
Christmas Bird Count.

ASWP.org
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ASWP News

Beechwod Farms 
Nature Reserve

Fox Chapel

aswp.org · 412-963-6100
aswp@aswp.org

Hours
9 am–5 pm Tues–Sat
1 pm–5 pm Sunday

The Audubon

Nature Store
Your source for outdoor

products!

Come learn how to lead walks in
the woods! Volunteer Naturalists
lead weekday hikes for school
children visiting Beechwood for
nature field trips. No previous
experience is necessary. Just bring
your love of nature and enthusiasm
for children. We’ll give you the rest
of the tools you'll need. 

Training takes place: Mondays,
March 10, 17, 31 and April 7, 14, 21
from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm.

Visit our volunteer naturalist
web page (aswp.org/naturalist.html) or
contact us for more information and
an application.

Volunteer Naturalist Training

Pennsylvania's top birders and professional ornithologists will converge on the
Pittsburgh region May 16–18 for the 2008 Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology
(PSO) Annual Meeting. The event is co-hosted by Audubon Society of Western
Pennsylvania and the Three Rivers Birding Club.

Some of the region’s best birders will lead participants in outings to nearby
birding hot spots.  There will be informative programs Saturday afternoon and a
Saturday evening banquet where the winner of PSO’s Poole award will be
announced. A full event listing is available on PSO's website, pabirds.org.  Here's a
teaser: One outing will visit a local game land to listen for Whip-poor-wills.

PSO's mission is to foster the study, appreciation, and conservation of the
birds of Pennsylvania. Its membership consists of bird enthusiasts from beginners
through professional ornithologists. In many ways, it's a bird club with a
statewide purview. 

The Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology Annual Meeting will be held at the
Four Points by Sheraton Pittsburgh North, located where I-79 crosses the
turnpike near Cranberry.  

ASWP to Co-host
Pennsylvania Society for
Ornithology Annual Meeting 
Contributed by Jack Solomon

• Gerber knives, multitools, and
more

• Optics from Brunton, Bushnell,
and Swift

• The only full-line Brunton dealer
in western Pennsylvania

•F eeders from Droll Yankee,
Aspects, Woodlink, Audubon,
Opus, and more.

Audubon Cent er for

Native Plants

Are you ready for the birds
and butterflies?

Spring Plant Sale
Saturday May 3, 9 am–2 pm

•R eceive discounts and expert
advice on native plants

• Proceeds support ASWP

aswp.org · 412-963-6100  
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A Tribute to Betty Dell

ASWP News

Contributed by Mary Wilson

In Memory

Jeanne Gerthoffer
Kathleen and Harry Palmer

Margaret H. McQuillan
Staff and Faculty of Dorseyville Middle
School

Ruth Grom
Mr. and Mrs. L. Glenn Matteson

Betty Dell
Tingle Barnes
Mary W. Wilson

Lloyd & Elizabeth Santee
Gil and Ginny Glenn

In Recognition

Nancy Fales
Marnie Owens

Brian Shema, Jim Bonner, Scott Detwiler
Eleanor A. Hohman

F. Walter Jones
Cathy Jones Schmid and Steve Schmid

Connie and Bruce Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. David Morrison

Visit aswp.org to learn more about this year’s
exciting events!

Take a nostalgic trip back in time at this
year’s Garden Party, featuring a summer
camp theme! Then view some of the area’s
most lovely gardens at the Secret Garden
Tour.

All proceeds benefit Audubon Society of Western PA

Garden Party–June 21 
Secret Garden Tour–June 22

Garden 
Party

&
Secret Garden Tour

Save the Date!

Betty Dell photograph courtesy
of Mary Wilson. 

ASWP recently lost a true friend. Betty Dell, a
volunteer naturalist, was an enormous asset to the
organization, tackling every teaching assignment with
enthusiasm and humor.  Betty had a particular knack
for customizing the given curriculum with resources
from her personal stash of natural treasures or
imaginative games that kept the programs fun for both
her and her students. 

Betty was not only an inspiration to the many
young visitors she guided over the years, but to those
who worked with her.  Her love of the environment
and commitment to sharing that passion with others
embodied the mission of ASWP.

Editor’s note: As we went to press with this issue, we learned
of the loss of Betty’s husband, Ben Dell. Ben, too, shared countless
hours as a volunteer naturalist with ASWP. Both Betty and Ben
will be remembered for their many years of service and
dedication. 



Fledglings: Down the Maple Trail
Thursday, March 6 See program description at right

Scout Special Topic: Maple Sugaring 
Saturday, March 15 See program description page 6
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Upcoming Events

March Means Maple!

To Register
By mail Send payment (check or cc #), your name, program name, and number and age of participants
ASWP •614 Dorseyville Road •Pittsburgh, PA 15238

By phone 412-963-6100
Full payment required to hold reservations. Individuals may cancel up to 72 hours (three days) in advance of program and receive a full refund.

All Ages
Family WalkAbout: Wildflower Wander
Sunday, April 13
Discover western Pennsylvania’s beautiful blooms and learn to identify native
wildflowers as well as invasive species. 
Ages: All
Free for members; $5 per nonmember
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
2:00 pm–4:00 pm

Reservations required; Limit: 25

Wednesday Walks are Back! 
Each Wednesday, beginning April 2nd, you can stroll the paths of Beechwood Farms
Nature Reserve with a naturalist to see what’s unfolding with the seasons.
9:00 am
No reservations needed-simply show up!

Down the Maple Trail
Thursday, March 6
We’re journeying to the sugar bush to
learn where maple syrup comes from!
This program occurs mostly outside—
dress warmly and wear your boots!
10:00–11:15 am OR1:00–2:15 pm

The Bunny Hop
Thursday, April 10
Hop on down Spring Hollow trail to
learn about eastern cottontails!
10:00 am–11:15 am

All programs for children 3–5 years
of age, with an adult or caregiver
present
$7 per member pair; $10 per
nonmember pair
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Reservations required; Limit: 12 pairs

Fledglings

Cultivation Techniques
Tuesday, March 18
Learn oyster mushroom cultivation
techniques  (kits provided to club
members), and receive material to
grow shiitake mushrooms.  

Morel Hunting
Tuesday, April 15
Mike Lloyd will provide the basics of
successful morel hunting. 

WPMC programs are free and open
to all
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve 
7:00 pm

Western PA Mushroom Club

Beechwod Farms Nature Reserve

Maple Madness
A Maple sugaring experience for the entire family

Saturday March 8 •10 am–3 pm• Reservations Required
$5 per member; $7 per nonmember

The sap has begun to run, which means maple syrup season!  Your family is
invited to explore the history of maple sugaring from past to present, participate
in games and crafts, and feast on syrups and their accompaniments!
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ASWP Events

Adults 

Beechwood Birding Series

Birding for Beginners
Saturday, April 19
Saturday, May 17
Explore the basics of birdwatching.  Learn how to identify common bird species by
sight and song and sharpen your skills in the field.

Spring Migration Hike
Saturday, May 3
Walk the reserve in search of spring migrants. A great opportunity to add to your life
list!

All Birding Series programs are FREE and open to Ages 12 and over
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
8:00 am–10:00 am
No reservations needed; simply show up!

Audubon Center for Native Plant Spring plant sale
Saturday, May 3  See pg 3 for details

Schoolground Habitat Enhancement & Restoration Symposium 6
Thursday, May 22
Learn how students, teachers, administrators & communities have worked together to
improve the habitats of local schoolgrounds.  A must for those interested in
transforming schoolgrounds into outdoor learning centers. Registration materials
available at aswp.org.

Annual Banquet
Wednesday, May 28

Maple Sugaring 
Saturday, March 15
Experience science and history as you
discover the maple sugaring process, and
compare production methods used by
Native Americans, pioneers and modern
industry.
Audience: Scouts
$5.00 per person
10:00 am–12:00 pm OR 
1:00–3:00 pm
Reservations required; Limit: 48

Scout Badge Day & 
Planet Party
Saturday, April 19
Troops can fulfill requirements towards
nature-related badges, arrows, try-its or
other awards. Naturalist-led sessions are
scheduled on a first-registered, first-choice
basis. Visit aswp.org for a list of badge
offerings. Your troop can also participate
in ASWP’s Planet Party conservation work
in our Backyard Habitat. Sign up to help
before or after your program. Snacks and
drinks provided.
Audience: Scouts with Troop Leaders
$5.00 per scout. 
10:00 am–12:00 pm or 1:00 pm–3:00
pm
Registration opens March 1; Space is
limited and fills quickly

Bird Study Merit Badge or All
About Birds Interest Project 
Saturday, May 3
Interested in the fastest-growing outdoor
activity in America?  Bird Study Merit
Badge (Boy Scouts) and All About Birds
Interest Projects (Girl Scouts) are fun,
easy, andcan be earned in one day!  Fee
includes instruction, materials, supplies,
and lunch.
Audience:  Eagle Scout candidates and
Cadette/Senior Girl Scouts
$20 per scout
9:00 am–4:00 pm
Registration required

All maple programs take place at
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve.

Just for Scouts

Adult Eco-Series

International Migratory Bird Day Hikes
Saturday, May 10
This day celebrates those long-distance avian travelers. Hike either Beechwood Farms
or Todd Nature Reserve and help us collect data for the Pennsylvania Migration Count. 
FREE and open to ages 12 and over
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve OR Todd Nature Reserve
8:00 am–10:00 am
No reservations needed-simply show up!

The Sex Lives of Spring Ephemerals
Saturday, April 12
Learn about the unique reproductive strategies of our early spring wildflowers, and
visit the Audubon Center for Native Plants.    
Ages: Adults
$4 per member; $5 per nonmember
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve 10:00 am–12:00 pm
Reservations required: Limit: 20

Save the Date!
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ASWP Gratefully Acknowledges the
Generous Support Received from the

Following Corporations, 
Foundation, and Trust Funds

$25,000 
Fox Chapel District Association
Laurel Foundation

$15,000–$25,000
Allegheny Regional Asset District
Clapp Charitable & Educational Trust
Western PA Watershed 

Program/Community Foundation for 
the Alleghenies

$5,000–$10,000
Dominion Foundation and Matching Gift 

Program
Equitable Resources Foundation
The Florence Boyer Foundation
Giant Eagle Foundation
Hawksglen Foundation
Henry C. Frick Educational Fund of the Buhl 

Foundation
H.J. Heinz Company Foundation
pair Networks, Inc.
PPG Industries Foundation and Gift 

Matching Program
Remmel Foundation through PNC Charitable 

Trust Grant Review Committee
Roy A. Hunt Foundation

$2,500–$4,999
Schugar Charitable Trust
UPMC Health Plan

$1,000–$2,499
Armstrong Cement & Supply Corporation
Mellon Financial Corporation Fund – Gift 

Matching Program
Michael Baker Corporation
NiSource/Columbia Gas of PA
Piccadilly Herb Club
Reed Smith LLP
Respironics, Inc.
The Techs

$500–$999
Amshel Charitable Foundation
Casey Equipment Corporation
Fox Chapel Area Rotary
Matthews International 
Norman C. Ray Trust

$250–$499
Amcom Office Systems
Desai Family Fund of The Pittsburgh 

Foundation
H.L. Zeve Associates, Inc.
L.E. Sommer & Sons Seville
Moore Family Fund of The Pittsburgh 

Foundation
T.N. Walker, Inc.
Wild Birds Unlimited

Membership

Support ASWP By Becoming a Member
or Purchasing a Gift Membership

Your Name_______________________________ Email___________________

Address_____________________________________ City__________________

State ________ Zip______________ Phone________________________________________

Employer (for matching gifts)___________________________________________________

*If this is a Gift Membership, please complete the following:

Recipient’s Name ____________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ City__________________

State ________ Zip______________ Phone________________________________________

NOTE:  Gift memberships will be sent directly to the recipient

How to list your name on the recipient note:  _____________________________________

Payment by :  ___ Check Enclosed  ___ Credit Card (please complete below)

Credit Card # _____________________________ Expiration Date __________

o $25 Individual o $100 Supporting

o $35 Family o $250 Sponsor

o $50 Contributing o $500 Patron

o $75 Garden Club o $1000 Benefactor

Membership Benefits
-10% Discount on Nature Store Purchases and Bird Seed
-Subscription to Bulletin Newsletter
-Library and Teacher Resource Center Lending Privileges
-Tuition Discounts and Advance Notice On Education Programs
-Invitations to Nature Store Open Houses and Special Events
-100% Good Feeling for Supporting Environmental Education

National Audubon Society Members
Did you know that less than $3 of your NAS dues goes to
support ASWP? By joining Friends of Audubon, you support local
Environmental Education and Conservation.

A Friends of Audubon Membership Makes a Great Gift
Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania (ASWP),
headquartered at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, is a
nonprofit organization supported in large part through
membership dues. 

&

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. 

Please check one: ____New or Renewal Membership       ____Gift Membership*
(complete both sections)



MISSION STATEMENT

To inspire and educate the people
of Southwestern Pennsylvania to be
respectful and responsible stewards
of the natural world.

HOURS
Tuesday – Saturday 9 am – 5 pm
Sunday 1 pm – 5 pm

Trails Open Year Round
7 Days a Week
Dawn to Dusk
412-963-6100

DIRECTIONS to Todd Nature Reserve
Take Rt. 28 North to the
Butler/Freeport Exit # 17.  Turn right
onto Rt. 356 North, and then right on
to Monroe Road  (< 1 mile).  Travel
about 2 miles, and make a right on to
Kepple Road.  Travel 1.5 miles and
Todd Nature Reserve will be on your
right. Park in the lot and please sign
in at the informational kiosk at the
cabin. Trail maps are located at the
kiosk.

614 Dorseyville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238-1618

Change Is Changeless...

Winter birding is always interesting here at
Beechwood.  While we didn’t get any of the

invading Redpolls at our feeders, we did
have some birds of note.  A Rusty Blackbird

was hanging out with a flock of European
Starlings in the meadow, and occasionally

visited the feeders. The starlings,
meanwhile, had quite a time with the

mockingbirds, which jealously guarded any
and all fruit trees near the buildings. Cedar
Waxwings  hit the berry crop as well. Brian

Shema, Director of Conservation, kept a
lookout for a Dark-eyed Junco that appeared

to be hooded-type, more commonly found
far west of here. And a Yellow-bellied

Sapsucker stopped by to examine the
Catalpa tree near the Native Plant Center. 

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. Post age

PAID
Permit No. 751
Pitt sburgh, P A

DIRECTIONS to Beechwood (FromPittsburgh)

Take Route 28 north to Route 8 north/Butler exit. Turn right at first traffic
light on to Kittanning Road which becomes Dorseyville Road. Travel 4.3
miles and Beechwood will be on your left. For additional directions, visit us
at aswp.org

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. 
Photo: Brian Shema. 


