THE HIDDEN IMPACT
OF HERBICIDES

Insecticides clearly affect the health of
insect populations, but common herbicides
used for controlling lawn weeds can also
have significant impacts on insect
communities.

« TOXICITY TO POLLINATORS.
Herbicides can be directly toxic to
pollinators, causing death or harm
upon contact or ingestion.

Herbicides can easily drift away from
the application site and kill or harm the
plants that pollinators rely on for nectar
and pollen, reducing available food
sources.

« REDUCED HABITAT QUALITY.
Herbicide use can degrade habitats that
provide shelter and breeding grounds for
pollinators.

« LONG-TERM ECOSYSTEM
IMPACT.

Continued herbicide use can disrupt the
balance of local ecosystems, harming not
only pollinators but also the plants and
animals that depend on them.

« IMPAIRED NAVIGATION
AND BEHAVIOR.

Some herbicides can interfere with
pollinators’ ability to navigate or find
food, affecting their foraging efficiency
and survival.

DISRUPTION OF FOOD SOURCES.

PROTECTING
POLLINATORS:

The Effects of Lawn
Treatments

Herbicides sprayed on lawns can be
carried off-site by wind or rain, harming
vital pollinator resources.

Audubon Society of Western
Pennsylvania is an environmental
education and conservation engagement
organization serving Pittsburgh and the
surrounding region. Our headquarters
is also home to Audubon Center for Native
Plants, where we grow over 100 species
of native plants from hand-collected
seeds. Visit one of our retail locations
this growing season to start your
native plant journey!

— Lawn treatments, including pesticides
ALJ DUBON and fertilizers, can have unintended negative
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA effects on pollinators like bees, butterflies,
and other beneficial insects. Small changes
in lawn care practices can have a big impact
on the well-being of pollinators and
the broader environment.
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SMALL CHANGES LEAD TO

BIG IMPACTS!

LB

Herbicide treatments can reduce the
diversity of pollinators and other beneficial
insects on a lawn. However, small changes
can make a big difference.

« CHOOSE ORGANIC LAWN
CARE PRODUCTS:

Use natural or organic alternatives to
pesticides and fertilizers. Pick compost,
mulch, and natural weed control methods
like vinegar or corn gluten meal.

« MOW HIGHER AND LESS OFTEN:
Reduce the frequency of lawn mowing to
increase the foraging space for beneficial

insects and also reduce stress on the grass,

allowing for deeper roots and better
moisture retention.

HIDDEN HERBICIDES

Some herbicides are overlooked like
those in commonly used “weed and feed”
fertilizer products.

Leaving even a small area untreated can Choosing native plants over a grass lawn
have a positive impact on the pollinator can maximize the pollinator potential of
community. This simple change can provide your yard. Native plants provide nectar,
essential food and habitat for bees, butterflies, pollen, and habitat that support a diverse
and other beneficial insects. range of pollinators throughout the year.
« LET THEM BE: - LOW MAINTENANCE:
Embrace beneficial “weeds” like Native plants are adapted to local
dandelions and clover that offer early climates and soils, reducing the need
season food for pollinators and add for fertilizers, pesticides, and excessive
diversity to your lawn. watering.

« CREATE POLLINATOR HABITATS: - A SMARTER YARD CHOICE:
Leave bare patches of soil for ground- Once established, native plants cut
nesting bees, and keep plant stems down on lawn chores and water use.
standing through winter and into spring this helps both pollinators and your
to provide critical pollinator habitat. budget.

WHY PROTECT POLLINATORS?

Protecting pollinators is essential because they play a crucial role in maintaining ecosystems,
supporting biodiversity, and ensuring the production of many crops and plants we depend on.
Pollinators are responsible for 75% of global flowering plant reproduction and over 30% of the
food we eat.



