QUICK GUIDE TO
NATIVE SIDEWALK
GARDENS

* Check local ordinances to ensure the
area is approved for planting.

* Assess the light and soil conditions
for optimal plant selection.

e Ensure visibility is not obstructed
when selecting plants.

* Discourage foot traffic by incorporating
low shrubs or dense plantings.

e Contact utility companies to confirm
the site is safe for digging.

* Loosen compacted soil to a depth of one
foot using a digging fork.

* Plant your chosen native species to
enhance the area’s biodiversity.

* Dead leaves or wood chips serve as a
natural and visually appealing mulch
option.

TIPS ON SELECTING
NATIVE PLANTS

* Must tolerate compacted soil.
* Must be road salt-tolerant.

* Must be able to withstand occasional
trampling.

* Light conditions in sidewalk strips
can be extreme; sunny areas may become
very hot, while spaces under street trees
may remain in constant shade.

* Regardless of site conditions, there’s
a native plant that can thrive and support
pollinators.

With its nectar-rich blooms and attractive,
low-growing foliage, Lyre-leaf sage (Salvia
lyrata) is an outstanding choice
for roadside ground cover.

Audubon Society of Western
Pennsylvania is an environmental
education and conservation engagement
organization serving Pittsburgh and the
surrounding region. Our headquarters

is also home to Audubon Center for Native

Plants, where we grow over 100 species
of native plants from hand-collected
seeds. Visit one of our retail locations
this growing season to start your
native plant journey!
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Small Spaces can have
Big Impacts on Creating
Pollinator Friendly
Communities
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TALL BLOOMS work best in situations where
visibility is not a concern.

* Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta

* Evening Primrose Oenothera biennis

* White Beard Tongue Penstemon digitalis

TIPS FOR CHOOSING
NATIVE PLANTS
'FOR SIDEWALK

GRASSES AND SEDGES bring depth and height to a space while
creating habitat for beneficial insects.

* Purple Love Grass Eragrostis spectabilis

¢ Little Bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium

* Pennsylvania Sedge Carex pensylvanica

* Fox Sedge Carex vulpinoidea

FLOWERING GROUND COVERS are low-growing plants that provide attractive
flowers and critical nectar resources for pollinators.

* Creeping Phlox Phlox stolonifera

* Wild Strawberry Fragaria virginiana

» Eastern Prickly Pear Opuntia humifusa

* Plantain-leaf Pussytoes Antennaria plantaginifolia

* Wild Stonecrop Sedum ternatum

Always check local ordinances before planting in a sidewalk strip. While many cities and towns have adopted rules allowing planting in these

areas, it’s important to consult your local neighborhood or municipal authorities beforehand. Additionally, take care when planting under hanging
wires, and contact utility companies before digging to avoid interference with buried cables.



