MARCH 1-6, 2026

Gulf Prairies and Marshes

Three Iconic Birds,
One Amazing Trip

Unlock the mysteries of three of
the nation’s most iconic birds -
Red-cockaded Woodpecker,
Attwater’s Prairie Chicken and
Whooping Crane. Once on the
verge of extinction, and even
now, critically endangered,
each species has a unique
history of conservation. Join us
to discover these species and
many more in the Gulf Prairies
and Marshes.

A wonderful diversity of birds
share the prairies and marshes.
Birds such as Least Grebe,
Great Kiskadee and White-
tailed Hawk reach their
northernmost range here. While
others such as Long-billed
Curlew, Sprague’s Pipit and
Black-chinned Hummingbird
also enjoy the diverse habitat
and mild weather during winter.

Steeped in
Conservation
History

For nearly ninety years, the

conservation wheels have been

turning in southeast Texas, as
exceptionally valuable habitat
has been set aside for some of
the nation’s rarest birds.

At 10,528 acres, the Attwater
Prairie Chicken National Wildlife
Refuge protects one of the
largest remaining coastal
prairies. This unique habitat and
the ongoing management of the
coastal prairie is vital to the
conservation of the species.

Encompassing more than
115,000 acres of Texas Gulf
Coast, Aransas National Wildlife
Refuge is the winter home of the
endangered Whooping Crane.
Through strategic land
acquisition the habitat
necessary to ensure appropriate
wintering grounds of this species
IS secure.
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Trip Description

TARGET BIRDS
Using Houston as a flight hub, and the Katy and Rockport areas as

Northern Bobwhite home bases, this experience will focus on the birds and habitats of the
Inca Dove Texas Gulf region. Destinations will include W.G. Jones, Attwater Prairie
={lelel'Glelallalal=Te N Vlanlnalialefoli{e M C hicken NWR and Katy Prairie just west of Houston; also, Aransas NWR,
Buff-bellied Hummingbird Port Aransas, Rockport and Goose Island State Park on the coast.
Whooping Crane Additional stops will be made along the way to enjoy a spectacular
Black-necked Stilt display of shorebirds and Texas resident birds.

American Avocet
American Oystercatcher
WIllson’s Plover
Long-billed Curlew

This trip has been designed to accommodate anyone’s birding and
hiking preferences. The best birding locations will be planned for the
mornings. We will visit these as a group. On some days, afternoon
options will exist for those that wish to step away from birds or hiking.
Marbled Godwit Choose to explore local shops or exhibits, or take in the beauty of the
Stilt Sandpiper surroundings with a stroll down the beach. For those that cant get
Western Sandpiper enough birds, we've got you covered. Afternoon destinations have been
Gull-billed Tern planned in higher elevations and along shady creek beds.
Sandwich Tern o ‘ ‘ . _ _
Least Grebe _As always, this is an qll—lnclusw_e trip from Plttsburgh. The trip cost
Reddish Egret InC|L‘Jde.S rou.nd—tnp airfare, 5-nights CICCC‘)mm(.)d(]tIOHS, all meals

: . : beginning with lunch on March 1 and ending with lunch on March 6,
White-tailed Kite ; : :

) ) ground transportation, entrance fees and professional guides. Alcohol

Swallow-tailed Kite and items of personal nature are not included.

HESIEIEE REt What to Expect Trip Cost
Red-cockaded Woodpecker

Crested Caracara HIKING DIFFICULTY....... WWIYivlY  DOUBLE OCCUPANCY.... $3495
Cave Swallow

Couch’s Kingbird BIRDING DIFFICULTY...... ¥ W W 7 o7 SINGLE OCCUPANCY...... $3895
Great Kiskadee

Green Jay Rl ACTIVITY LEVEL............. 1.8 & SR

Olive Sparrow

This trip contains hiking on relatively A non-refundable 50% deposit is due
level ground but sandy conditions will upon registration. The remaining
exist. Field time will vary based on balance of the trip will be due by
afternoon choices, but up to 8 hours January 31%,
per day can be expected.
Costs based on 10 participants and 2
leaders.
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Example Itinerary

Sunday, March 1

6:00AM Flight departs PIT

8:30PM Flight arrives I1AH

10:30AM W.G. Jones Forest

12:00PM Early Lunch

1:00PM W.G. Jones Forest

5:00PM Dinner

7:00PM Check~-In Holiday Inn, Sealy

Monday, March 2

6:00AM Breakfast @ Hotel

7:00AM Depart for Attwater Prairie Chicken
12:00PM Lunch in Sealy

1:30PM Katy Prairie Area

4:30PM Return to Holiday Inn, Sealy
6:00PM Dinner

Tuesday, March 3

6:00AM Breakfast @ Hotel

6:45AM Load Vans for Departure

7:00AM Depart for Attwater Prairie Chicken
12:00PM Lunch in Eagle Lake

1:00PM Depart for Aransas Pass

3:00PM Goose Island

4:30PM Check-in Hampton Inn, Rockport
6:00PM Dinner

Wednesday, March 4

6:00AM Breakfast @ Hotel
7:00AM Depart for Aransas NWR
12:00PM Lunch in Tivoli

1:00PM Aransas/Guadelupe Delta
4:30PM Return to Hotel

6:00PM Dinner

Thursday, March 5

6:00AM Breakfast @ Hotel

7:00AM Port Aransas - Charlie’s Pasture
Port Aransas - Leonabelle Turnbull

12:00PM Lunch in Port Aransas

1:30PM Rockport

4:30PM Return to Hotel

6:00PM Dinner

Friday, March 6

7:00AM Breakfast

8:00AM Load vans and Depart
9:00AM Pollywog Pond
12:00PM Lunch - Corpus Christi
7:00PM Flight Departs I1AH
1:15PM Flight Arrives PIT
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